
 1 

 

                                                     
     A Subterranean Perspective 

The Individual’s Answer to Statism and Collectivism 

 
 ASP ISSUE 1 

                                                                     

                                                                                                                                  

  

 

 

 

                                             

 

 

 

 

 

“At first, man was enslaved by the gods. But he bro ke 
their chains. Then he was enslaved by the kings. Bu t he 
broke their chains. He was enslaved by his birth, b y 
his kin, by his race. But he broke their chains. He  
declared to all his brothers that a man has rights 
which neither god nor king nor other men can take a way 
from him, no matter what their number, for his is t he 
right of man, and there is no right on earth above this 
right. And he stood on the threshold of freedom for  
which the blood of the centuries behind him had bee n 

spilled.” Ayn Rand                     

 

This is true, but only for those who don’t perform their 

jobs up to par. Because of such heavy legislation and 

battle for schools to retain their sense of political 

correctness, it has become nearly impossible for schools 

to get rid of teachers who have been given tenure. The 

process by which you must fire a teacher takes three to 

four years alone, and even then, if you are successful the 

teacher will only end up out of the school building to 

spend his days “working” at some government-funded 

building while receiving a steady paycheck for doing 

nothing provided by coercive taxation. 

 Education seeks to benefit from competition for 

the same reasons any other industry would. Competition 

spurs efficiency, driving the school staff to improve or 

suffer. Teachers and facilities that lack the drive or ability 

to care for the needs of their students will be left without 

funding because reports of failure would drive away 

prospective parents, a.k.a. clients. 

 If our education is allowed to be monopolized 

for much longer, we can all expect to look forward to a 

future where the children of Europe outmatch us 

intellectually in all categories. Is it possible that school 

vouchers may be a more effective compromise between 

complete privatization, which many people are urging for, 

and complete monopolization? 

School vouchers will make it possible for 

parents to choose where they want to send their child. 

Under the current system, for example, if a student lives 

within the zoning area for a school that is known to be 

disreputable, the student does not have the option of 

choosing a potentially better school because the state 

tells him where he may go. 

 Vouchers eliminate the government as a 

necessary middle-man in spending taxes on education. A 

voucher is a coupon that represents tax dollars that is 

attached to the student, meaning government funding is 

in the control of the person who will be benefiting from it. 

Therefore, schools will have to sustain themselves by 

their own worth in competing for funding. Most 

importantly, vouchers will strip the government of power, 

relinquishing it to the individual student. 

 

Reforming Education Through Free Trade 

By: Joseph McGrean 

A recent surge in the interest in libertarian ideas has recently caused many 

people to change how they view their world. Many self-proclaimed leftists and 

democrats are changing their system of thinking to accommodate these new 

concepts; others are justifying their old ideas with it. 

Either way, no one can deny the recent fervor surrounding the proclamation 

that we would do better to exist in a more free market. Few ideas have sparked 

so much interest in the past and we may even be on the verge of a new era of 

utopian idealism. In fact, the subject has become so popular, it has been 

claimed that libertarianism is the new bandwagon for culturally hip cyber-

teens. But do the benefits of free markets extend to education? 

Most of the intellectually observant in this country have known for a while that 

the education system in our country is merely a state-funded day care 

masquerading as an institution for learning. In efforts to combat this problem, 

the Bush administration has put into action plans like the No Child Left Behind 

act. Is another bureaucratic program the appropriate solution? 

In this day and age, a person could easily come to the conclusion that free 

market principles, which will enable freedom of choice and spur competition, 

could solve our problems of stagnation. This, however, is being strongly 

protested by teachers’ unions who believe that competition will make it easier 

for schools to fire teachers. 
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Vote for the Wrong Reason
by Hoppie Dawson

I've been thinking about this upcoming election, and I've decided that none of these candidates are that great. McCain doesn't seem to have any definite direction except militarism; Hillary is a little too radical for my taste; and Obama doesn't appeal to me either. So what am I supposed to do with my vote?
If you're pondering the same thing, then you're probably ready to give up on this election in hopes that Ron Paul will do better in 2012. But wait! Some good can still be made of this situation. Although these democrats get a little carried away when they're in charge, they happen to be making history in this 2008 campaign.
Whether it's a woman or a black man, the democratic nominee seems likely to win, and that might prove to be a very good thing for the world, if not for America. Let's quit thinking about taxes and health care for a moment to consider what the effects of just having a woman in the white house might be. 
In the Middle East and countless other places across the globe, women are still being severely oppressed. They're forced to cover themselves from head to toe. They haven't the right to vote or own land. And they're sometimes beaten and raped quite openly and even punished for it. 
Now, I'm not much of a fan of Hillary Clinton's ideas, but I do think she would make a strong president. More than that, having her run the most powerful country on this planet might just make a good impression on some of those other countries that forbid women to leave their homes unless under escort. Perhaps the effects won't manifest themselves right away, but it's a step in a good direction. America will doubtlessly have a female president at some point in the near future, and the sooner we can make that happen, the sooner women everywhere will stand up and start winning themselves a little freedom and equality.
On the other hand, electing Barack Obama into office would be just as inspiring. Racism still hinders social progress in places like South Africa and even here in America at times. Electing a black man into office would go a long way in helping people forsake their racial prejudices. A black president being voted into office would be a stern message directed toward the deep roots of hatred in the American south, telling them to discontinue the indoctrination of their children.
I want America to be the forerunner in this movement. We have a chance to show the world that we're not a bunch of gun-toting rednecks who shall forever be led by white, Christian males. America can start making a difference and become the advocate for liberty and equality it was born to be.
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Don't Vote
by Daniel Jackson

Some among us are excited about the 2008 election.  Among this category are people who derive more from Obama's promise of change than nebulous fluff and those who have either warmongering sympathies with McCain or Marxist sympathies with Clinton.  However, there likely remains a vast percentage of the electorate that finds no solace in the messages of the mainstream candidates. What are we to do? My advice may seem controversial because it contradicts the dogma of popular culture. Don't vote. How can one not vote? It obviously is an unorthodox approach to take, and though many people don't vote they usually provide an apology or an excuse for it. After all, isn't voting one's "democratic duty?"  Last election, a campaign involving celebrities offered a hypothetical threat for staying away from the poles: "Vote or Die." My recommendation, become a martyr.  Those that we elect to serve, supposedly, are our representatives.  If none among the candidates represents you, then don't give any your vote. The higher the number of citizens that pledge their loyalty to the victorious candidate, the more power the newly elected president can assume, justifying any rash moves on his or her high level of support. Voting encourages the current system. If a business serves a considerable number of clients and receives outstanding profits, it is not likely to make much change because it is not in need of reform. If our political parties aren't manufacturing a leader that you support (not just a dichotomy of one you hate severely and one you relatively dislike), then, as far as you are concerned, the democratic system should reform. A high turnout of voters perpetuates the current state of affairs. Like the imaginary business, there is no incentive to make any alteration to increase appeal, which would be superfluous. To reiterate, if you are disenchanted with the candidates, cast your "vote" to not participate and express your lack of value in the system.  
The parties want your vote, and if you will give it to them because your superego -or a host of celebrities and activists- tells you that it is immoral not to, then they need not make any effort to appeal to you and your psychographic.  Even a defensive vote - voting for the candidate you hate's chief rival - increases the banner of popular support the lesser evil can rally under. A rational alternative might be to write in a third party candidate if one appeals to you. Though we are often told that this is a "wasted vote," this sends a message to Washington relaying your values and what you anticipate for this country. This is no more of a waste than casting one vote among millions for a candidate that could be overruled by the Electoral College even if you choose the more popular of the two bureaucrats.
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A Congragulatory Salute to the Efforts of Congress
by Daniel Jackson

How informed are the American electorate of the activity of our representatives? This question strikes the heart of our current democracy and threatens its very legitimacy. Our system's champions may be obligated to offer a speculatively optimistic response. Conversely, the realists among us arrive at a much more sobering conclusion. Who is to blame? The sum of American apathy and Congress's utter failure to provide anything close to the transparency one would expect of a government in the information age; in fact, Congress keeps no thorough - or at least generally accessible - voting records.
What are the men in D.C. up to then? One can imagine our leaders valiantly directing this nation, along with the rest of the world, with near infinite wisdom and benevolence. However, such fantastical romanticism bears little resemblance to the petty "legislation" that our tax dollars fund. Amidst the intermittent approval of the initiation or expansion of some government program or regulatory measure, a few gems of unbridled government wisdom appear that unquestionably validate the federal government's unprecedented control over our lives. One such example of the irreplaceably benign efforts of central planning include RES 495, where the House of Representatives voted to congratulate the University of California, Los Angeles' exceptional water polo season. Believe it or not, our tax dollars also funded, on the same day, the Congressional congratulation extended to the University of Kansas for emerging as the victor of the 2008 Orange Bowl. What would we do without these men and women?  If you thought that the United States government was doing nothing to stop the turmoil amuck in the Middle East, you must not be aware that on March 5th of this year those same representatives passed RES 951, which very sternly condemned "the Ongoing Palestinian Rocket Attacks on Israeli Civilians, and for Other Purposes." We all know that this effort must have crippled Palestinian Rocket attacks. Undoubtedly, Palestinian extremists are tossing their rocket projectiles to the ground with remorse and wholeheartedly denouncing Islamist fascism because American Congressmen condemned their actions. If for any reason you possess any remnant of skepticism for the utility of our current representatives, note the activity of Congress more closely, because legislative efforts of this kind are no rarity.
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